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HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE

Cricket Festival Success

A huge well done to all of the children who represented St Mary's at the cricket
festival on Wednesday. With six teams taking part, our pupils represented the
school with enthusiasm, teamwork and excellent sportsmanship throughout the
day. Thank you to all of the children and staff who contributed to what was a
fantastic day of sport and competition.

Nursery Bug Ball

On Wednesday, our Nursery children enjoyed their much-anticipated Bug Ball.
It was wonderful to see the children arrive dressed as butterflies, bumblebees,
hungry caterpillars and a range of other minibeasts. Thank you to all of the
families who helped make the event such a memorable occasion.

Year 2 Visit to the National Maritime Museum

Year 2 enjoyed an exciting visit to the National Maritime Museum this week.
The children met astronomers and took part in a range of interactive sessions,
including preparing for a space launch in Mission Control. They engaged
brilliantly throughout the day and were excellent ambassadors for St Mary's.

Debate Hub Competition

Yesterday, ten Year 5 pupils travelled to Hampstead Heath to take part in the
Debate Hub Competition. | was delighted to hear that every one of our teams
won two debates and represented the school brilliantly through their confidence,
teamwork and speaking skills. Well done to all of our debaters on a fantastic
achievement.

Heritage Day and Food & Fellowship

Thank you to everyone who contributed to yesterday's Heritage Day
celebrations and Food & Fellowship event. It was wonderful to see so many
families sharing food, traditions and culture from across our community. The
turnout was fantastic and the event was a wonderful celebration of the diversity
and spirit of St Mary's.

Best Wishes

Mr Sims
Executive Headteacher

WEEK BEGINNING 6% July

Saturday 4™ July
Happy American Independence Day!

Tuesday 7" July
J'aimes Gymnastics End of Year Show.
Gym Hall. 3.55pm

Wednesday 8" July

Children/Parents starting in Reception in
September 2026 on Site for Story
Time/Coffee Morning.

Wednesday 8"/ Thursday 9" July
Y6 Production — Oliver!
1.30pm & 6pm

Thursday 9" July
Y2 Mass — 10am

Friday 10" July
Y6 Careers Day. From 1.15pm in the
Gym Hall.

Parents Receive End of Year Reports
Creative Stars End of Term Show — 4pm

Saturday 11"
PA Event — Y6 Leaver’s Party

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
PROGRAMME AT CHRISTCHURCH

Please note that the application portal
for the children receiving First Holy
Communion, in Christchurch, in 2027 is
now open. Please click on the link below
to access the information.

https://www.christchurcheltham.org.uk/Fi
rst-Holy-Communion-Courses/
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FEAST OF ST PETER AND ST PAUL

We celebrated the Feast of St Peter
and St Paul on Monday 29t June by
attending a beautiful Mass in
Christchurch led by the Y3 children.

The Y3 children who had recently
received their First Holy Communion
looked radiant in their special outfits,
befitting of the solemnity and joy of the
occasion.

PRAYER AND LITURGY

We had a heatrtful, beautiful Prayer
and Liturgy in Class C during Heritage
Day. Isabella Goncalves Romero,
whose family is from Venezuela, led us
in prayer for the people of Venezuela
who lives have be torn apart by the
devastating earthquake. Let us all
remember these people in our prayers.

GREEN FINGERS IN Y1

Earlier this year, our Year 1 children
planted spring onion seeds in class
and took them home once they had
started to grow.

A big well done to Jack (1D) and
Isaac (1C), who have grown some
fantastic spring onions! We loved
seeing the children take care of their
plants at home and enjoy watching
them grow.

WRAPAROUND SUNSHINE OF
THE MONTH

Wraparound sunshine of the month
for June is Eliza Swaby-Morales, 5K.
Eliza is always helpful, asks to tidy up,
helps in any way that is needed and
loves helping the younger children.

Well done Eliza!

CHILDREN’S CORNER

Jacob and Noah Rozwood, 5L & 1C,
completed the 5K Pretty Muddy for
Cancer Research last Sunday. The
brothers raised over £1,000 for the
charity! That is a wonderful
achievement that is certainly going to
a good cause. Very well done.

Elisa Scarna, 5K, recently passed her
Grade 1 piano exam with distinction!
All the practice certainly paid off

Elisa..

.well done!

Sophie Saunders, 1C, completed
200m during her distance swim
lesson this week. That must have
required a huge effort Sophie....well

done!
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TIMES TABLES ROCK STARS
BATTLE OF THE BANDS

2

rrom: 09:00 - 29m JUNE
unTiL: 23:59 - 5w JULY

Battle of the Bands is coming to TTRS!

Only 2 days left to complete this!

To help enhance children's times tables
knowledge, build confidence in maths
and improve rapid recall skills, we are
excited to be launching our Times Table
Rock Stars Battle of the Bands
Tournament!

Until 5th July, children in Years 2—6 will
be competing in our exciting Times Table
Rock Stars Battle of the Bands
Tournament. Every correct answer
earned while playing TTRS, in any game
mode, will score points for their class.

Points will be combined to create class
totals, with winning classes crowned our
Battle of the Bands champions!

There will also be certificates awarded to
our highest-scoring pupils. So please
encourage your child to get practising,
rock those times tables, and help their
class climb to the top of the leaderboard!

Y1 VISIT THE HORNIMAN MUSEUM

Y1 had a fantastic time visiting the Horniman Museum. The children visited
the aquarium, where they looked at a variety of fish and reptiles, before
exploring the Natural History Gallery to observe birds and mammals. They
then enjoyed the exciting Under the Ocean adventure, discovering more
about the amazing creatures that live beneath the sea.

A key highlight of the visit was a teaching session about the Arctic. The
children observed and examined a range of fascinating objects from this part
of the world, which closely linked to our Geography learning about hot and
cold areas of the world.

The children also enjoyed a picnic under a beautiful old tree, which provided
lovely shade and a gentle breeze.

It was a fantastic experience that helped bring their learning about different
habitats and climates to life.
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SPORTING SUCCESS

All of our Y4 children attended the Platform Cricket Festival in Avery Hill Park this week. We entered 6 teams. One of our
teams made it through to the final and won! They will go on to compete in a tournament next year against other winning teams
from different boroughs.

PA NEWS

Year 6 Leavers’ Disco - Saturday 11 July, 4-8pm. Volunteers Needed!

It is almost time for us to celebrate the end of our Year 6 students’ primary school journey with a fantastic evening. To make
the event as special as possible, we need your help! Every volunteer makes a huge difference and helps us create a truly
unforgettable evening for our Year 6 leavers and their families. If you can help with this event, *please sign up at*:
volunteersignup.org/Q9DCH

It is a great chance to see what lies ahead for when your child reaches Year 6 and get a behind-the-scenes look at the
incredible amount of planning that goes into creating such a memorable event. Thank you in advance for your support to give
our Year 6 leavers the send-off they deservel.

Summer Fair 2026

A huge *thank you* to everyone who supported us to deliver the Summer Fair on Saturday. We hope everyone enjoyed the
day. It takes a whole community to put on events like this - parents and carers, teachers and school staff, the children, local
businesses and more! We appreciate all your time and effort.

Thank you to all 33 families who have Robinson Jackson boards outside their homes advertising the fair and this helped raise
vital funds. Thank you to Mr Sims for all his help and support of this event. Thank you also to Mr Benstead with his support
leading up to, and on the day with a lot of moving of tables and heavy items. Thank you to Mrs McGarry and pupils in the
Chamber Choir for a beautiful performance and year 6 pupils who assisted so ably with the carnival games.

We would love to hear your thoughts about the Fair and any ideas you have for future events, by completing this short survey:
https://s.surveyplanet.com/p2ve5vOm or by email to: stmaryspaeltham@gmail.com

Thank you also for your support on Tuesday where we held a sale after school selling ice creams and tomato plants. If you
missed collecting your child’s self-portrait, these are available from the school office.

Your PA
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HERITAGE DAY

We had such a wonderful time celebrating Heritage Day! It was amazing to see the children dressed in colourful outfits
representing cultures from all around the world. We are so lucky to be part of such a diverse school community, and it was
a fantastic day of celebrating the many cultures and traditions that make our school special.
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We finished the day with our Food and Fellowship event, and what a treat! There was so much delicious food from all
around the world for everyone to enjoy.

A huge thank you to all the families who cooked, baked and brought along such amazing dishes. We could not have done
it without you — thank you for helping make the day so special!
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